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                                                                                                                                                     20th May 2017    

Caroline Lacey 

Chief Executive  

East Riding of Yorkshire Council 

County Hall  

Beverley  

HU17 9BA 

 

Dear Mrs Lacey 

 

Malfeasance in public office by the Leader of the Council, Councillor Stephen Parnaby 

Unjust use of the planning system by senior council officers. 

 

Re:- Non disclosure of pecuniary interest, Arvato / Cllr. Parnaby, a formal complaint 

 

Further to your letter of 3 May 2017 and following advice from the Local Government Stewardship and 

Efficiency and Accountability Department for Communities and Local Government I would like to make a 

formal complaint regarding Cllr Parnaby`s non-disclosure of his directorship of, the mainly German owned 

company, Arvato Ltd. in the Register of Interests. 

 

The wording of your last paragraph is that used by your predecessor on previous occasions and was 

probably dictated by Cllr Parnaby. The fact is that he is a director of a company which exists in order to 

make a profit and secondly this company (through Cllr Parnaby and the other two directors) has made 

contracts with Cllr. Parnaby`s own council for providing goods or services. 

 

His insistence that it’s non-declarable because he does not presently receive any payment would indicate 

that a councillor on the planning committee making huge profits for his building company would not have to 

declare this in the register providing he left the profits in this company until he resigned as a councillor. 

 

Why does Cllr Parnaby find it appropriate to register his use of the insurance mutual NFU, which millions of 

others use for their insurance needs, and yet maintain the secrecy of Arvato. Is it a case of an attempt to 

make the register look more complete than it actually is? 

 

Nobody can carry on a directorship of a company without incurring some expenses (or maybe pension 

contribution?) so the question has to be who is paying his expenses, the council tax payers?  

 

Cllr. Parnaby fails all seven Nolan principles of councillors conduct, the public at least expect openness and 

accountability. The failure to register a DPI can result in a £5000 fine and disqualification for five years.  

 

I would also ask that I am provided with a copy of any contract between the council and Arvato under a 

freedom of information request. 

 

  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Peter Robinson 
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